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Tories in order to throw out the Liberal Govern-
ment.

MacDonald, although a supporter of woman's
suffrage would never agree to this course, and was
supported by the great majority of the Labour
members, who cared little about woman's suffrage
but a great deal for the security of the party and
the safety of their seats in the House of Commons.

Ultimately on this question father resigned his
seat in the House of Commons and appealed to the
electors of Bow and Bromley to re-elect him on the
one question of Votes for Women. They rejected
his appeal, converting his majority of about a thousand
into a minority. Their argument was quite simple;
we elected George Lansbury to represent us in the
House of Commons and he has thrown up the job.
Right O! we will elect someone who will stay there
when we send him. During the election campaign
all talk of principle and of the need for directing
attention to the grievances of women achieved
nothing, and father remained out of the House
of Commons from 1912 until 1922,

On most of the questions which arose for dis-
cussion within the party father and MacDonald were
on opposite sides. Father was rash, impulsive, and
uncompromising; MacDonald was cautious, cool,
and above all a compromiser. Their relative atti-
tudes were aptly illustrated in the House of Commons
one day in 1910, Father was making a scene
about the Cat and Mouse Act; the Speaker was
getting ready to "name" him, and members were